


Reported	  by	  name	  are	  only	  four:	  

-‐-‐	  George	  Blake	  of	  Coquitlam	  
and	  his	  19-‐year	  old	  son,	  George:	  
crushed	  by	  a	  tree	  on	  the	  shore	  of	  Scot	  
Lake.	  

-‐-‐	  “Volcanic”	  Brown,	  86,	  
disappeared	  in	  an	  excep^onally	  heavy	  
snow	  storm.	  	  

-‐-‐	  Alfred	  Gaspard,	  60-‐year-‐old	  
prospector.	  Disappeared.	  

-‐-‐	  Lewis	  Earl	  Hagbo,	  49,	  of	  
Bremerton	  Wash.,	  collapsed	  and	  died	  
of	  a	  heart	  aSack.	  

	  
	  

	  



NATURE 	  DOES 	  NOT 	  NE ED 	  A 	  GHOST 	   TO 	  GUARD 	  A 	  M INE 	  
	  



Slumach’s	  Curse	  
“Nika	  memloose,	  mine	  memloos,”	  	  

(When	  I	  die,	  mine	  dies.)	  

1941:	  A	  mine	  under	  a	  curse;	  gold	  beSer	  le_	  
alone.	  
	  
Only	  in	  1951	  did	  the	  curse	  became	  known	  as	  
“Slumach’s	  Curse.”	  	  
	  
The	  Chinook	  words	  alleged	  to	  have	  been	  spoken	  
by	  Slumach	  before	  his	  execu^on	  were	  quoted	  by	  	  
Squamish	  Chief	  August	  Jack	  Khahtsahlano	  	  
	  
He	  added	  that	  Old	  Slumach's	  ghost	  guards	  his	  
mine	  and	  that	  it	  would	  be	  death	  to	  a	  white	  man	  
to	  find	  it.	  	  
	  



Around	  1916	  Andy	  
Hanson	  made	  his	  
way	  out	  on	  some	  
rough	  	  crutches	  he	  
had	  fashioned.	  	  	  



Someone	  followed	  Volcanic	  Brown	  into	  the	  wilderness.	  
	  A	  few	  days	  in,	  Brown	  found	  the	  man	  with	  a	  broken	  leg	  and	  
Brown	  took	  him	  back	  to	  New	  Westminster,	  gepng	  him	  to	  a	  
doctor.	  	  



Flora	  Averill	  and	  her	  
husband	  George,	  a	  den^st	  
in	  Grand	  Forks,	  paying	  a	  
visit	  to	  “Volcanic”	  Brown	  
probably	  at	  his	  “Sunset”	  	  
mine,	  Copper	  Mountain,	  in	  
the	  Similkameen,	  in	  which	  
she	  had	  a	  financial	  interest.	  	  	  

•  “Doc”	  Brown	  
•  “Sunset”	  Brown	  
•  “Volcanic”	  Brown	  
•  “Crazy”	  Brown	  	  



Said	  to	  show	  the	  rescue	  team	  that	  brought	  Brown	  out	  
in	  1926.	  Herman	  Gardner,	  BCPP	  Constable	  
“Spud”	  (Eugene)	  Murphy,	  Alvin	  Paterson	  (for	  whom	  	  
the	  small	  community	  of	  “Alvin”	  on	  the	  upper	  PiS	  River	  
is	  named),	  Caleb	  Gardner	  and	  Harry	  Corder.	  	  

1926	  



In	  the	  fall	  of	  1930	  the	  
old	  prospector	  failed	  to	  
show	  up	  on	  schedule.	  	  
A	  search	  did	  not	  find	  
any	  trace	  of	  him.	  	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
In	  December	  1954	  	  
George	  Stevenson	  
recalled	  the	  search…	  

VOLCANIC	  BROWN	  LOST	  IN	  EXTRAORDINARY	  SNOWSTORM	  



“This	  is	  it—this	  is	  Slumach’s	  mine”	  
Tommy	  Williams	  April	  1952	  

Tommy	  Williams	  says	  they	  reached	  the	  site,	  but	  the	  
whole	  area	  was	  under	  deep	  snow.	  They	  staked	  a	  claim.	  	  

Chief	  Coquitlam	  Williams,	  
now	  ancient	  and	  blind,	  
was,	  according	  to	  his	  son	  
Tommy	  Williams,	  the	  last	  
living	  link	  with	  Slumach.	  	  	  

In	  April	  1952,	  a	  Vancouver	  Province	  journalist-‐
photographer	  team,	  guided	  by	  Tommy	  Williams,	  
went	  looking	  for	  the	  mine.	  



The	  purpose	  of	  this	  issue	  is	  to	  have	  a	  geological	  survey	  made...to	  prove	  or	  disprove	  all	  the	  
legendary	  stories.	  (Prospectus	  3	  September	  1952)	  



Sheridan	  Hill	  Gold	  Rush	  1961	  	  
Bri^sh	  Columbian	  City	  Editor	  Elmer	  
McLellan	  staked	  a	  claim	  in	  the	  area	  
following	  a	  dream	  of	  Wally	  Lund	  of	  
Haney.	  	  	  



Gerry	  Kahrmann	  
Province	  camera	  man	  

Jon	  Ferry	  
Province	  reporter	  

Richard	  Paris	  
CKVU	  Camera	  man	  

Dale	  Robins	  
CKVU	  reporter	  
and	  expedi^on	  

leader	  

PROVINCE	  &	  CKVU	  TEAM	  

Prospector	  Gary	  McIsaac,	  
Abbotsford	  	  

“The	  Raiders	  of	  the	  lost	  mine”	  

Fall	  1983	  

No	  photo:	  
Gord	  Anderson	  	  
CKVU	  sound	  man	  
	  

Dan	  Cook	  
Rescue	  expert	  



I wonder how you would feel if you 
had waded in gold nuggets up to 
your ankles or had dust in quantities 
that you would dip a three-gallon 
bucket full at one dip?? 
G.	  Stuart	  Brown	  to	  the	  Right	  Honorable	  Wm.	  BenneS,	  
Premier	  of	  Bri^sh	  Columbia,	  4	  September	  1978	  

G. Stuart Brown’s 
Quest for the Lost Gold Canyon

Compiled in 2010 by Fred Braches ::  With thanks to all contributors

Stuart Brown, the elderly man who says he walked away from a billion-dollar 
fortune, is now part of the Slumach legend—gold or no gold. 

Mark Hume, Victoria Times, 22 November 1978. 

Contributors	  Rob	  Nicholson,	  Donald	  Waite,	  and	  Daryl	  Friesen	  

Since	  1965,	  prospecCng	  of	  any	  kind	  has	  been	  banned	  in	  all	  provincial	  parks.	  



Bill	  Burrud	  1958	  	  
Slumach’s	  Gold	  

Silvio	  Heufelder	  1991	  
The	  Mystery	  of	  Old	  Slumach	  

Michael	  Collier	  1994	  	  John	  Lovelace	  1991	  
Slumach’s	  Gold	  

	  

Le_:	  Donnely	  Rhodes	  played	  an	  old	  
prospector	  (the	  storyteller)	  in	  
Curse	  of	  the	  Lost	  Gold	  Mine	  	  
by	  Michael	  Collier.	  



Der	  Fluch	  des	  Indianergoldes	  
(Curse	  of	  the	  Indian's	  Gold)	  

Frank	  Mirbach	  2005	  

Jackson	  finds	  the	  gold.	  

Slumach’s	  last	  moments	  



GERMAN	  ADVENTURE	  GUIDE	  is	  feeling	  
a	  bit	  sheepish	  a_er	  he	  had	  to	  be	  
rescued	  from	  B.C.'s	  backcountry	  last	  
week	  -‐-‐	  and	  not	  for	  the	  first	  ^me.	  	  	  
LENNARTZ	  says	  he	  has	  travelled	  to	  
Canada	  26	  ^mes	  to	  lead	  tours	  in	  the	  
bush	  and	  backcountry,	  and	  he	  calls	  
himself	  a	  survival	  trainer	  on	  his	  
website.	  But	  he's	  triggered	  two	  search	  
and	  rescue	  efforts	  in	  B.C.	  -‐-‐	  the	  first	  
was	  in	  2008.	  (CTV)	  
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Rob	  W.	  Nicholson	  



MIKE	  BOILEAU	  



Spindle Quest

by Daryl Friesen

Chasing Lost Creek Gold

DARYL	  FRIESEN	  



Don	  Waite,	  Greg	  Henderson,	  Fred	  
Braches,	  Adam	  Palmer	  and	  Evan	  Howard	  	  	  





Tidying	  up	  the	  Prosser	  Mine.	  	  
GREG	  HENDERSON	  2011	  



1, Glacier Lake-IR.12. 

2. Sloquet Creek Hot Springs. 

3 ------ Sloquet Creek Trail to Pitt Lake. 

4 xxxxx Iceworm Creek Trail to Pitt Lake. 

5. Pitt Lake Hot Springs. 

6. Approximate location of where Slumach 

shot Louis Bee. 

7. Little Goose Island 

© R.W. Nicholson 
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Don	  Waite	  
Willie	  Pierre	  

Greg	  Henderson	  

Mike	  Boileau	  

Daryl	  Friesen	  

Fred	  Braches	  

Brian	  Antonson	  

Rick	  Antonson	  Cyril	  Pierre	  

Stuart	  Pierre	  	  
Alida	  Pierre	  

January	  2009	  –	  Second	  mee^ng	  of	  the	  	  Lost	  Mine	  of	  PiS	  Lake	  Society	  in	  Whonnock	  

The	  inaugural	  mee^ng	  of	  the	  Lost	  Mine	  of	  PiS	  Lake	  Society	  was	  held	  in	  April	  1987	  at	  Don	  Waite’s	  place.	  	  	  	  



Box	  3 	  	  

Third	  mee^ng	  of	  the	  Lost	  Mine	  of	  PiS	  Lake	  Society,	  April	  2010	  


